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WHAT IS DATA JOURNALISM: INTRODUCTION

Visualizations : Schools in Manchester, 1821
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WHAT IS DATA JOURNALISM: INTRODUCTION

Data Journalism Is not hew: you could say that it has
existed as long as data has.

The difference Is that In the past the data were
published In very costly books, now computers with
spreadsheets and specific tools do half the work by
themselves.

—
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WHAT IS DATA JOURNALISM: INTRODUCTION

Today, Data Journalism is a form of journalism that:

e Collects, cleans and analyses data
e Uses new technologies
e Translates data into information, visualisations, analyses... in a

few words: TELLING STORIES (in the most understandable way

possible)

—
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WHAT IS DATA JOURNALISM: INTRODUCTION

Starting point...

Data are the raw material for a data journalist.
As In traditional journalism, it's also important to
start out with a good research question, identify

the story that you want to tell and understanad

the final objective of the project.
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WHAT IS DATA JOURNALISM: INTRODUCTION

Think like a journalist...

The data journalist, usually, thinks about
data as a journalist would and not as an
analyst.

Why are some humbers interesting?
What's in there that's new? What might

happen If it's crossed with other data?

Answering these questions Is the most

Important thing. I
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WHICH DATA?
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WHAT IS DATA JOURNALISM: WHICH DATA?

Data useful for our research:

. Associated with economic or social issues
. Taken from reliable sources
. Reusable (published by sources with licences for reuse)

. Can be aggregated, when we can build them ourselves by

putting multiple sources together

—
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WHAT IS DATA JOURNALISM: WHICH DATA?

The tools you need

. Spreadsheet (Excel or Libre Office Calc) which allows

you to analyse small or large scale tables

. Software and applications that allow you to visualise

the data we have aggregated using maps or graphs 'lll

—
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SOME EXAMPLES
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SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

Analyse a social phenomenon across territories

. The aim Is to compare different geographical areas in

terms of a phenomenon
. We require and need to make uniform data for all
territories that we wish to compare

. They need to be compared starting from a common

element (In relation to the population, for example)

—
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SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

Example: investigation into confiscated Mafia assets

+

; EHi
- . ﬂnfiﬂcati province
w BE"E comuni

C [ @3

La mappamaostrailnumerodi beni confiscati
destinati per tutti iterritori amministrativitalianj
secondoi dati ufficiali di OpenBegicaggiornati al
30 settembre 2018 Lacomrispondenza tra il o ° [ ) )
gradiente di colore e il numerocomplessivo di beni http WWW f t b t
confiscati destinatié dato nellalegendain bassoa s' 'Con Isca I ene'l
sinistra

Medianteil selettore in alto a sinistra sipossono
caricare e visualizzare ulteriori livellil regioni
province, comunj.

Frincipalifunzioni dellamappa
Legenda

3-177
177- 593
593- 1135
1185- 1564
1564 - 2067
2067 - 2639
2639 - 6164

cerca i datirelativi altuo territorio cliccando sulla
lente e inserendoil nomedi un comune

clicca sulterritorio per visualizzare idatiin
dettaglio la composizionedei benie per scaricarne
la lista completa

includila vista corrente dellamappasultuo sito
con ilcodice di embedo scaricane uno screenshot
jpulsantiin alto a destra).

Tienitiaggiornatosul progetto visitando il sito ufficiale
di Confiscati Eene 2 0 o seguendolaccount Twitter
{@confiscatibene, puoianche scriverci allindirizzo
info@confiscatibene.it.

HMumerototale
di beni confiscati

w

Leaflet | Powered by Dataninja | fileset from CpenSireetMap contributors and CartoDB | icons from Freepik and Simple Share Buttons, geocoding by OSM Nominatim | code on GitHub .
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SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

The results of the analysis allow you to:

. Understand whether a phenomenon has a greater incidence in
one territory rather than another
. Evaluate — given these differences — whether It iIs necessary to

look for and analyse new data to understand whether there is

correlation with other phenomena.

—
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SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

The development of a phenomenon over time

. Glven a certain phenomenon, the aim Is to understand how It

recurs over time
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SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

Some examples

e AN accident occurs on a section of road: Is It the first

time this happened or Is that section often

affected by similar events?
e A flood causes damage: was it
more Intense than similar episodes

or is it a territorial/town-planning problem?
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SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

The example: the impact of vaccines in the 20th
century

e \What was the trend of infectious diseases In the United States?
e \What impact have vaccines had on individual diseases?
e Are there other significant territorial differences in proportion to

the number of infected people?

e Are there some interesting outliers?

—




= 50 ~
SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

»  Battling Infectious Diseases in the 20th
“ Century: The Impact of Vaccines

By Tynan DeBold and Dov Friedman o
e Interactive heat maps

[ ]
The number of infected people, measured over 70-some years and across all 50 states S h OW I ﬂ g t h e n u m b e r Of

and the District of Columbia, generally declined after vaccines were introduced.

Infected people, measured
. over a period of 80 years
% g gmpen i, ¢ American states.

Lddighas - How have infections
T EEERE T C diminished following the

L g R introduction of vaccines?

--------------------
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

v Rl - WALL STREET JOURNAL
' ' ' ' ' (Data Journalism Award 2015,
E e Best Data Visualization)

7

oo http://graphics.wsj.com/infectious-diseases-and-vaccines/
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SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

Civic and participatory journalism

Many Data Journalism investigations, especially those related to
government transparency, spring from an organised system of
iInformation exchange, where researchers, sociologists, experts or

lay cltizens who are passionate or interested about the topic, work

alongside journalists.

—
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SOME EXAMPLES: DATA JOURNALISM INVESTIGATIONS

lanacion-com

VozData

Ultimas naticias Edicidn impresa

lanacion.com | VWozData | Qastos Del Senado

Gastos del Senado

Ranking de adjudicatarios

1  Honorable Senado de la M. $12.416.751
2 Aerolineas Argertinas 5.8, $1.322.595
3 Derudder hnos. S RL. § 835.504
4  Empresa General Urguiza ... § 709.206

RV

Blogs Lk Data Servicios P Cuia LA NACION

Acerca | Preguntas frecuentes | Avizo legal | Cortacto

Login

LA MACION te invita a colaborar en la
construccion de una base de datos sohre
documentos publicos de gastos del
senado entre 2070y 2012,

En este primer proyecto, YozData te
permite participar del proceso de revision
v clasificacion de mas de 6300
rendiciones del Senado para transformar
estos datos en informacian que se ira
publicando en tiempo real en este sitio.

Yer notas sobre gastos del Senado 144 077 13 E;;.[-.-

Libera un documento

ifa revisamos 22b5 de bbSY documentos!

(5astos del Senado procesados: § 22727 B32

Campartir

FRanking de rubros

Ranking de usuarios

1  Pazajes aéreos, terrestre. .. % 6.952.863 For cantidad de dagtmsmios ieisatns

2  Cajachica $ 4.791.156 Jeepika 511
Jeep KA

3 Widticos para agentes $ 2.937.438 el 178

4 “igticos v gastos % 1.955.022

=
i o alkymia H1

The VozData initiative in

Argentina, a platform that
combines participation In
ClvViIC monitoring with data
Jjournalism investigations.

LA NACION
http://blogs.lanacion.com.ar/projects/data/vozdata-ii-
civic-participation-for-investigative-reporting-and-
educational-platform/



http://blogs.lanacion.com.ar/projects/data/vozdata-ii-civic-participation-for-investigative-reporting-and-educational-platform/
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OPENCOHESION
S

WHAT IS DATA JOURNALISM
(part one)
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